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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING— SWEDISH PHASE 
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REF: STOCKHOLM 5788 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. GOS DECISION ON POSSIBLE EXPULSION 

OF NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR TO SWEDEN AND OTHER MEMBERS 
OF NORTH KOREAN MISSION IN STOCKHOLM BELIEVED TO BE 
IMMINENT. SWEDISH MEDIA IS HAVING FIELD DAY REPORTING ON 
NORTH KOREAN SMUGGLING TRANSGRESSIONS IN OTHER NORDIC 
CAPITALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO SWEDISH PRESS AND SEVERAL EMBASSY SOURCES, 
GOS DECISION ON WHETHER TO PNG NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR 
KIL JAE GYONG AND OTHER MEMBERS OF NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY 
IN STOCKHOLM MAY BE TAKEN OCTOBER 21 OR 22. MFA 
SECRETARY-GENERAL SVERKER ASTROM IS REMAINING TIGHT-LIPPED 
ON WHICH COURSE SWEDEN WILL TAKE WITH REGARD TO 
APPARENTLY PROVEN CHARGES OF ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING IN 
ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO BY NORTH KOREAN MISSION HERE. 

ASTROM SAID MFA WAS STILL WAITING FINAL POLICE 

REPORT ON CASE, BUT WOULD NOT DISCUSS WITH PRESS CALL 
MADE ON MFA OCTOBER 19 BY NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR. IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTION ABOUT AMBASSADOR KIL'S EXPULSION 
FROM OLSO, ASTROM SAID THAT SWEDEN, IN SPITE OF WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED, IS ANXIOUS TO MAINTAIN THE BEST OF 
RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA. HE ADDED THAT THE FACT 
THAT KIL HAS BEEN EXPELLED FROM NORWAY WOULD NOT HAVE 
BEARING ON THE SWEDISH DECISION. 

3. MEANWHILE SWEDISH MEDIA HAS GIVEN HEAVIEST PLAY TO 
ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES OF NORTH KOREANS IN 
SWEDEN AND IN OTHER NORDIC COUNTRIES. AS RESULT OF 
EXTENSIVE RAIDS BY SWEDISH POLICE ON OCTOBER 18 AND 19 
AGAINST NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY'S "WHOLESALERS" AND 
"WAREHOUSES", FOUR SWEDISH CITIZENS HAVE BEEN DETAINED 
AND INTERROGATED. TWO ADDITIONAL SWEDES MAY BE PICKED 
UP TODAY. THUS FAR, THE SWEDISH POLICE HAUL HAS BEEN 
MODEST— 500 BOTTLES OF ALCOHOL AND 10,000 CIGARETTES. 

NO NARCOTICS HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED THUS FAR ACCORDING 
TO POLICE SPOKESMAN. 
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4. PRESS REPORTS SWEDISH POLICE BELIEVE THAT NORTH 
KOREAN 

EMBASSY IN STOCKHOLM HAS BEEN THE CENTER FOR 
EXTENSIVE SMUGGLING ACTIVITY. IN ADDITION TO 
EXTRAORDINARY REQUESTS TO MFA FOR DUTY FREE IMPORTS 
OF LIQUOR AND TOBACCO, NORTH KOREANS HERE HAVE 
SECURED EXTENSIVE SUPPLIES FROM ABROAD-PRINCIPALLY 
FROM POLAND. TRUCK OWNED BY NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY HAS, 
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ACCORDING TO POLICE, BEEN USED FREQUENTLY TO BRING IN FULL 
LOADS OF WHAT NORTH KOREANS HAVE DESCRIBED TO SWEDISH 
CUSTOMS AS "PROPAGANDA MATERIAL." PRESS REPORTS ALSO 
CONFIRM THAT SWEDISH POLICE HAVE BEEN WORKING IN CLOSE 
COLLABORATION ON THIS CASE WITH THEIR NORDIC 
COUNTERPARTS. 

5. CIA HAS BEEN CREDITED IN SEVERAL MEDIA REPORTS, 
PARTICULARLY IN INDEPENDENT DAGENS NYHETER ON 
OCTOBER 20. WITH ASSISTING SWEDISH AND OTHER NORDIC 
POLICE IN GATHERING INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE ON NORTH 
KOREAN ACTIVITY. 

6. COMMENT: GOS UNDOUBTEDLY HAS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE 
ON WHICH TO BASE A DECISION TO PNG AMBASSADOR KIL JAE 
GYONG AND OTHER MISSION MEMBERS HERE, BUT HAS SEVERAL 
REASONS WHY IT MAY WANT TO PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY IN 
THIS DIRECTION. THERE IS THE MATTER OF THE PHYSICAL 
SAFETY OF THE SMALL SWEDISH EMBASSY STAFF IN 
PYONGYANG. IT MAY ALSO BE TRUE THAT THE 
TRAFFICKING ILLEGALITIES IN SWEDEN HAVE TURNED OUT 

TO BE OF A LESSER SCALE THAN WAS EVIDENT IN THE OTHER 
NORDIC COUNTRIES. THE PRESS HAS ALSO POINTED OUT 
REPEATEDLY THAT THE PYONGYANG REGIME CONTINUES TO OWE 
SWEDISH SUPPLIERS MORE THAN $175 MILLION FOR VARIOUS 
MACHINERY SHIPPED TO NORTH KOREA OVER THE LAST SEVERAL 
YEARS. DESPITE THESE VALID CONSIDERATIONS, EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT SWEDISH PUBLIC WILL NOT EASILY UNDERSTAND 
A GOS DECISION NOT TO EXPEL NORTH KOREANS HERE IN 
VERY NEAR FUTURE. 

SMITH 
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